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Community Bank - Epping

From the Manager’s desk

As we progress through 2026, | am
proud to share a major milestone
for our branch. We have officially
surpassed $3 million in contributions
to our local community.

For the Epping team, this figure
represents much more than a business
accomplishment - it is the heart of our
mission. Every loan approved, every
account opened, and every financial
goal achieved by our customers
translates into direct support for the
local not-for-profit organizations that
make our community thrive.

To our staff, working at Community Bank Epping means more than
just managing transactions. We see ourselves as an active part of
our local economy, and we are committed to making a difference.
When you choose to bank with us, you aren't just managing your
finances—you are actively reinvesting in your own neighbourhood.
This philosophy of giving back to the community is what drives

our team every day. Your personal financial success is the
foundation upon which our community’s prosperity is built, and that
connection is why we are so deeply invested in your future.

As we continue to navigate the year's economic landscape, the
Epping team - Karen, Julie, Junie, and | - remain committed to
providing the personal service and strategic support you need to
reach your goals. Whether you are looking to review your lending,
refine your savings plan, or simply discuss how we can better
support your ambitions, we are here to help.

Thank you for being part of this $3 million journey. Your trust and
partnership make this impact possible, and we look forward to
achieving even more together.

We invite you to visit us at the Epping branch soon to discuss your
plans for the year ahead.

Stephen Hu
Branch Manager, Community Bank Epping

B Bendigo Bank

Community Funding
Applications

24 local community organisations received
funding through grants and sponsorships
earlier in 2026.

Applications will open from 1 - 31 August for a
second round. This will be the last opportunity
to apply for funding in 2026. More information
(and a link to the online form) is at https://
www.edfs2121.com.au/community-bank/
apply-for-funding/

Community Bank - Epping

Community Grants

$494k o

COMMUNITY GRANTS

COMMUNITY FUNDING

bendigobank.com.au/epping


https://www.bendigobank.com.au/branch/nsw/community-bank-epping/
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Manager Stephen Hu with Board Directors

It is with great pleasure and pride that | advise that Community
Bank Epping has reached the milestone of having given over
$3 million to the Epping community and surrounding districts in
funding grants.

This excellent achievement has only been possible, firstly, with
the determination and foresight of the original shareholders
who gave their time and money to establish the Bank.

But secondly, our fantastic staff - Stephen, Junie, Karen and
Julie - whose dedication, professionalism and good grace have
allowed the bank to continually grow and which has allowed us
to give so much to the community.

Thirdly, I'd like to acknowledge our terrific board of directors
both present and past who have given unstintingly of their time
and expertise to make the bank the success it is.

Managing your shareholding

Are you a shareholder in Epping and Districts Financial Services? This is the company, originally
founded by more than 200 Epping residents, that established Community Bank Epping. Their
forethought and commitment was the launching pad of this successful enterprise - offering local

banking services and supporting the Epping community.

As shareholders, your details (address, email etc) are held on our share registry. We now
communicate with shareholders only by email - and this can include AGM notifications, Annual
Reports and, of course, this newsletter. It also includes important notifications about your

dividend payments.

If you have moved address or changed your email, please log in to your record on the Share
Registry or contact the registry management company (AFS) on shareregistry@afsbendigo.com.

au or (03) 5443 0344 for help in updating your details.
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Lastly - to our many customers who have loyally used the
bank’s services over the years. Without you we would not have
achieved what we have.

The milestone of $3 million has allowed Community Bank
Epping to give grants both big and small to many hundreds

of community organisations. | have received feedback from
many of the recipients of the grants that they would never have
achieved what they have without the grants from the bank.

I look forward to our continued growth and success which will
lead to Community Bank Epping continuing to be a valued
asset of our community.

Craig Gallagher
Chair
Epping and Districts Financial Services Ltd




Community Bank - Epping Community Funding

Bendigo Bank

Celebrating a
milestone

Community Bank Epping is about
more than just a commitment to
offering excellent banking products
and services to locals. Our mission
also includes supporting the Epping
community through grant and
sponsorship funding. 80% of profits are
earmarked as funding - money that
goes to provide new facilities, events,
those in need and more.

In the early years of the bank, funding
was very modest. But with the great
support of locals choosing to bank
with us and the work of the staff, more
funding has been available. Now, up to
50 different projects are funded each
year.

This year, we are celebrating a
milestone as the bank has now
returned more than $3 million to our
district in community funding. That
called for alittle celebration in the
bank - bringing together our directors
(who give their time and expertise for
free) and our terrific staff - Stephen,
Junie, Karen and Julie.
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Opening of new branch in Epping 2013. Epping branch 2026.
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524 Community

Nominations open!

We all know that super volunteer - the person who is first to
put up their hand to help, who is involved in lots of different
activities and organisations and who quietly makes a real
difference in our community.

Volunteers are vitally important to our district and often seek
no recognition for their efforts. They are those ultimate quiet
achievers.

Community Bank Epping runs the annual Community 2121
Awards. This is an opportunity to acknowledge these
volunteers and thank them for their contribution. Previous
awardees have been active in an array of groups -

sporting clubs, charities, church groups, youth and service
organisations and more.

We are now seeking nominations for the 2026 Awards.

There are two categories including a Youth Award (for under
25-year-olds). To find out more, and lodge a nomination,
please go to https://www.edfs2121.com.au/2026-community-
2121-award-nominations/ Nominations close on 15th
September 2026.

Everyday Account

$0 monthly
fees, everyday.

With 24/7 fraud monitoring and easy access to your
money, you'll love our Everyday Account.

Join us in-branch or online today.

¢ Community Bank - Epping - 9869 0818

B Bendigo Bank

The better big bank

*Other fees may apply. Read the T&Cs on our website. Bendigo & Adelaide Bank Ltd. ABN 11 068 049 178,
AFSL 237879. (2330807)(05/26)
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Awards

A special thank you

Our hardworking and dedicated staff are the heart
of Community Bank Epping. They love being able
to meet customers in person to help them with
banking enquiries. Some questions can be quick

to answer, but we also see people needing help
through negotiating loans and house purchases -
always a stressful time!

Recently a customer dropped into the branch to
thank the team with a homemade cake. She had
found being able to talk to someone in person had
really helped smooth a major transaction. Walking
into a branch had made all the difference for her.

Well done to the team!



Grants news

2026 funding opportunity

24 projects received grants and sponsorships earlier in 2026. Now, there is one final opportunity for
local organisations to apply for funding this year.

An application round will be open from 1 - 31 August through our online SmartyGrants application
system. This funding will be for projects yet to be commenced from eligible not-for-profit and
charitable organisations in the greater Epping area.

To see the full application guidelines and general information on our funding program, go to
www.edfs2121.com.au/community-bank/apply-for-funding/ The link to the application form
will go live here on 1 August. Please email eppingcbgrants@gmail.com with any questions.

Community Bank chair, Craig Gallagher, was shown the work of the Men's Shed by CCA Chair, Peter Garrard.

Community partnerships | 4

The members of the North Epping Men's Shed are steaming
ahead in a variety of projects with other community
organisations. After successful building projects for All Saints
church in North Epping, the Shed has recently been helping at
CCA HQ in Eastwood.

This is a very busy and active charity, housed in an older
house complex. Showing its age, the Shed team have been
able to jump in with simple carpentry jobs across the facilities.
In particular, they built new shelving and displays for the
community Food Store that CCA runs weekly. An important
source of supplies for those in need and run by volunteers.

The Shed received a grant earlier this year which covers the
cost of materials for these new community partnerships.

il
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Grants news

Dignity
Homelessness and domestic violence

causes misery and hardship for the
most vulnerable in our community.

Dignity is a charity that sets out to end
homelessness and provide assistance
to those having to flee their homes with
arange of services and support.

Arecent grant has helped them with
two very practical projects. The first
was to provide simple backpacks filled
with necessities for children who have
had to leave home with nothing. From
pyjamas to colouring pens, toiletries to
school essentials - the age targeted
packs help ease one thing for their
parent.

Another worry for those without a
home is communication - the tools

of life now so important for finding
accommodation, looking for work, and
just surviving. The funding allowed
Dignity to support these people in
basic connectivity. You can see the
work of Dignity at www.dignity.org.au

NextSense

Everyone wants the best education for their children - from
early learning to high school and beyond. But children with
impaired vision or deafness face extra challenges. These
can be overcome with specialised equipment, learning
environment and dedicated teachers.

NextSense in Marsfield is a new purpose-built home for the
former Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children. With an
incredible amount of thought and planning, children now get
the best start to their learning.

Community Bank Epping helped the pre-school area recently
with extra adapted leaning and play equipment. From simple
tactile wooden blocks to a wonderful kitchen creative play
areaq, the new resources will be used by many children in the
years to come.
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Grants news

Powering Allowah o I
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Transport assistance

One of the bigger hurdles to charities trying to help people with
disabilities or aging is transport. Specially adapted and suitably
sized vehicles are needed for a myriad of tasks - day to day
transport to medical appointments or activities and more.

Over recent months, we have been able to help two local
organisations with funding towards the cost of a new vehicle:

Allowah: A dedicated home for severely disabled children

in Dundas, Allowah helps our most vulnerable live their best
lives. Getting them out and about - whether for appointments,
education or outings - enhances and transforms their living. A
specially adapted car is now helping make this possible.

CCA: Amongst many different areas they work in, CCA assists
local elderly residents with essential transport. Whether it is to
visit the doctor, access shopping and other resources, a new
adapted car allows them to maintain these critical services.

Watch your money
grow 5.00% p.a.

Secure your savings and grow your money with a fixed
12 month term deposit rate of 5.00% p.a. - minimum investment
from $5,000.

A Bendigo Bank term deposit may be just what you or your
business needs to get the most from your money.

Open yours online or in-branch today!

¢ Community Bank - Epping

B Bendigo Bank
The better big bank

*Rate valid from 21st July 2026 and subject to change, interest paid at maturity. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. This information does not consider your financial objectives or
needs. You should consider whether this product is appropriate for you. Terms and conditions and TMD available on our website. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178

AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. (2363032) (07/26)
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Cheques soon to be gone

Cheques will soon be a thing of the past - with the Federal
Government announcing that they are being phased out.
Like all other banks, Bendigo has started a transition for its
customers, and you can read about this on their website.

Community impact

Our bank follows the principle of ‘Shared Value’ - full
banking services are embedded in the community through
sharing the benefits. The more our branch thrives, the more

It is now particularly important that our shareholders make we can contribute to our local community

alternative arrangements as it will affect how dividends

are pq|d Most shareholders have Q|reqdy opted to receive The ﬁrSt grcnts fOr 2026 saw the fO"OWing Orgonisotions
payments electronically - there is a simple sign-up process receive support:
for this.
If you are affected, you will have received a letter with Carlingford Netball Club Macquarie Singers
information on what action to take.
CCA NextSense
Cheltenham Girls High North Epping Bowling and
School P&C Community Club
. . Dignity North Epping Men's Shed
Shq res avai |G blllty Epping District Athletics North Epping Rangers
Shares in Epping & Districts Financial Epping Eastwood Football Riding for the Disabled
Services Limited (EDFS) trading as Club Ryde/Marsfield
Community Bank Epping are available - enquiries Epping Heights Public Roselea Public School
to lan Bittner on 0407 770 669. School P&C P&C
Epping Physie Club St Andrews Netball Club
Epping Rams Rugby Club St Johns Anglican Church
. . " Beecroft
Epping Senior Citizens
TG l k to us tOde Club Sydney Community Group
The branch opening hours opeqing hours are Indian Seniors Group
9.30am - 4.00pm, Monday to Friday.
If you are interested in discussing a loan, you can
request a meeting with the Manager, Stephen Hu,
during all working hours, including between
400-5.00pm.
Stephen Hu Keep informed
Branch Manager
9869 0818 Would you like to keep up to date with the community work
that our branch is doing?
Stephen.Hu@

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

bendigoadelaide.com.au B e e

Read our news stories at www.edfs2121.com.au/news/

community-blog/
Community Bank - Epping

Suite 1, 2 Pembroke Street, Epping NSW 2121
P 9869 0818
E eppingmailbox@bendigoadelaide.com.au

bendigobank.com.au/epping

ﬂ /communitybankepping
/communitybank__epping

We're open:
9.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
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Bendigo Bank
en I g o q n Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. (BNPNL0826) (08/26)

Chair: Craig Gallagher

' ‘
Directors: lan Bittner, Janet McGarry, Joanne Lynch, '
Edmund So, Victor Serna, Lakshmi Pillamarri

\

Epping and Districts Financial Services Limited
Suite 1,2 Pembroke Street Epping NSW 2121
ABN 57 104 573 499
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